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scene, the principalities relapsed into their previous
unfortunate condition. The fratricidal conflict of
these two rulers, harmful though it proved, was more
than counterbalanced by the great advances in culture
and legality, which Roumania had made under their
auspices.

Their work was continued after an interval of a
quarter of a century by Scherban Cantacuzene, who
ascended the Wallachian throne in 1679. This en-
lightened ruler, whose restoration of the cathedral of
Courtea d'Ardges has been already mentioned, dimi-
nished the burdens of the peasantry, fostered the
growth of education, and brought out a Roumanian
version of the Bible. Forced against his will to
assist the Turks in their famous siege of Vienna in
1683, he turned against them at a critical moment,
and when ordered to bombard the city, loaded his
cannon with balls of hay. After the defeat of the
Ottoman besiegers, he contemplated proclaiming the
independence of Wallachia, and entered into negotia-
tions with the Emperor Leopold, who offered him his
protection. At one moment it looked as if a general
rising of the Christian subjects of Turkey might have
ensued, and Scherban dreamed of leading a new
crusade against the Sultan and transplanting his own
throne from the banks of the Danube to the shores of
the Bosphorus. But his worst foes were those of his
own household. His brothers and nephew opposed
his schemes, and he was poisoned at their instigation.
Wallachia was too small a state to liberate herself
unaided, and with Moldavia was rarely at one. Those
who desired to emancipate her from the Turk looked